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The Association of Licensed Multiple Retailers has called on publicans and pub-goers to raise a glass 

to the House of Lords, which has just given a double boost to the British pub. 

 

First, an opinion poll of 155 peers, by respected Westminster pollsters Dods, found that the 

overwhelming majority agreed with the strongly-worded statement that “the traditional local pub is 

central to communities across the UK”. In response, ALMR Chairman Tim Sykes said: 

 

“Landlords and landladies across the country should congratulate the 85% of Lords and Ladies 

in Parliament who recognise the importance of local pubs to local communities. Pubs are 

central to the British way of life; they make vital contributions to the local and national 

economies; and they promote social rather than drunken drinking. It’s re-assuring that their 

Lordships recognise this. On pubs, peers seem much closer to public opinion than their 

counterparts in the House of Commons.” 

 

Secondly, an influential Lords body - The House of Lords Merits of Statutory Instruments Committee - 

has slammed the quality of the Government’s Alcohol Disorder Zone (ADZ) proposals. The 

Committee, which scrutinises Government regulations and assesses their standards, found that it was 

“not clear why this policy was required”. It added: “We are left with the impression that the system will 

be unduly bureaucratic”. 

 

Such findings followed the Committee’s equally damning conclusions in January - when its criticism of 

Government ‘spin’ on ADZs led to the regulations being temporarily withdrawn. 

 

Nick Bish, ALMR Chief Executive, commented: 

 

“Ministers should call time on this ridiculous policy. This has been the most legislation-happy 

Government in history. It’s time they stopped trying to force through daft new laws and started 

properly enforcing existing ones. We should all be pleased there are Lords to police this 

Government Disorder Zone. 

 



In fact, pubs have a long and healthy relationship with the Lords - stretching back to the 

Marquis of Granby in the 18th Century. It’s a real pity the Upper House won’t get the chance to 

vote down the crippling duty escalator announced in the Budget.” 

 

Notes for editors 

 

□ ALMR is the only national trade body solely dedicated to representing the interests of pub and bar 

operators, and to providing them with business support and advice. It has almost 100 member 

companies, operating over 15,000 outlets. 

 

□ Most ALMR members are small, independent companies operating 50 or fewer outlets. They 

include the Capital Pub Company and Geronimo Inns, based in London, plus Lancashire-based 

Inventive Leisure - recently named as one of the ‘100 Best Companies to Work For’. 

 

□ Dods Polling (a British Polling Council member) interviewed 155 peers, online and by post. 

 

□ The report from the Merits of Statutory Instruments Committee - its eighteenth of the 2007-08 

session - is at: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldselect/ldmerit/100/100.pdf 

 

□ John Manners, Marquis of Granby (1721-1770), was a Seven Years’ War general whose financial 

support enabled many ex-soldiers to found pubs; dozens were duly named after him. 

 

□ As part of a Finance Bill, the Budget’s drinks duty rises pass through the Commons only. 
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